
In the course of reconstruction works in the area of the former cloister Na Karmeli in
Mladá Boleslav in August 2006 the builders found two wooden boxes. The boxes were
buried under the backfilling material of the arch of the cloister’s ground floor. They have
preserved the so-called Archive of Matouš Konečný (1572-1622), one of the last bishops
of the Unity of Brethren before the Battle of White Mountain in 1620. The unilateral
correspondence dating back to the first two decades of the 17th century constitutes the main
part of the excavated archival documents. The correspondence which was addressed to
Matouš Konečný is composed partly of letters from students (or to be precise priests-to-be
of the Unity of Brethren). These letters constitute the basis of the submitted diploma thesis.
Firstly, the author offers the basic characteristic of the mentioned archival findings and
resumes hitherto scholarship related to the theme. Then the main core of the thesis is
focused on the education of priests-to-be in the Unity of Brethren.
This education took place in Brethren houses and was provided by priests. The quality
of the knowledge passed on the pupils depended on knowledge and experience of these
priests. The organization of this type of education was regulated by the church’s order.
Despite the fact that the priests-to-be were regularly sent to study abroadfrom the
beginning of the 17th century, or even earlier, emphasis of the Unity of Brethren on
education in general had not been always so unambiguous. Since the formation of the Unity
of Brethren in 1457/8 it had undergone important changes from the initial deprecation to
recognition of importance and utility of education.
The priests-to-be of the Unity of Brethren whose letters are preserved in the excavated
boxes were first of all educated at the academic gymnasiums (the so-called gymnasia
illustria) in Bremen and in Bytom Odrzański. Thus, secondly, the author of the thesis
explores history of these two centers and explains the reasons why the seniors of the Unity
of Brethren had chosen these towns for their priests-to-be.
The next part of the thesis analyses the process of dispatching of the priests-to-be
abroad, as well as their life there. 


