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Background:  

- to investigate the situation regarding drug use among the university students; 

- to analyse eventual differences between students of two differently oriented 

faculties; 

 

Methods: 

- questionnaire study: anonymous, voluntary questionnaire; 

- 25 closed and semi closed questions; 

- involved 413 respondents (209 students of Pharmacy, 204 students of Maths and 

Physics), analyzed 400 students (96.9%); 

- 198 males and 202 females, at the age 19 – 34 years (average age 22 year); 

- data analysed in Microsoft Excel 2002 and SPSS for Windows, version 16.0; 

Results: 

Attitude to drugs usage: 

- drugs are beneficial to one side, on the other harmful (85.0%) and the result of 

usage could be demage of organism (93.2%); 

- antibiotics (89.2%) and psychopharmaceuticals (89.0%) are taken only for 

medical recommendation; 

- antibiotics are used to treatment: bacterial infections (82.2%; high prevalence for 

students of Pharmacy and descendent of paramedics, p<0.05), viral infections 

(21.8%; high prevalence for students of Maths and Physics, p<0.05), influenza 

(10.0%; high prevalence for students of Maths and Physics and descendent of 

non-parmedics, p<0.05); 



- psychopharmaceuticals are dangerous (94.0%) and they could be addictive for 

a long-term usage (89.0%); 

- to combine drugs with alcohol is inappropriate (91.8%); 

- drugs could be store in home: out of reach of children (85.5%), in cold, dark and 

dry place (81.0%; high prevalence for males and students of Maths and Physics, 

p<0.05); 

Experiences: 

- to use drugs during the year (85.5%; high prevalence for females and students of 

Pharmacy, p<0.05) 

- the most often used drugs: pain-killers (65.3%; high prevalence for females and 

students of Pharmacy, p<0.05), anti-infection drugs (60.5%; high prevalence for 

descendents of paramedics in short intervals, p<0.05),  drugs againts indigestion 

(29.3%); 

- advice for using drugs of: general practitioner (32.7%), specialist (26.0%), 

relatives (26.0%; high prevalence for student sof Maths and Physics, p<0.05), 

pharmacist (9.5%; high prevalence for females and students of Pharmacy, 

p<0.05), by their own decision (17.8%; high prevalence for males, p<0.05); 

- to read leaflet before the first usage – 58.2% every, 34.2% sometimes (high 

prevalence for females, students of Pharmacy  and descendents of paramedics, 

p<0.05); 

- to combine drugs and alcohol (29.0%); 

- the liquidation of drugs – taken to the pharmacy (58.2%; high prevalence for 

females and descendets of paramedics, p<0.05), thrown out in the bin (37.8%; 

high prevalence for males, students of Maths and Physics and descendents of 

non-paramedics, p<0.05); 

Conclusions: 

- detailed description of behaviour and overall awareness of drug use among the 

university students – situation is similar like in other advanced countries; 

- some opinions, experiences and attitudes of students are different in context of 

running  education in differently oriented faculties; students of Maths and 

Physics have lower knowledges like we supposed; it might be appropriate to 

inform and educate the public about proper usage of drugs; 

 


