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Digital media and the protection of authors’ rights 

 

Law is not a panacea. Although it lays down rules of human conduct, it cannot 

guarantee they will be observed also in practice. The decision whether we will conform to 

these rules depends only upon our choice. For example, the law stipulates the speed limit for 

motor vehicles. However, this measure it-self does not hinder driving faster and it is obvious 

this is happening frequently on our roads. 

In the situation when the law alone is not able to prevent the interference with the 

protected interest, it is appropriate to employ additional non-legal instruments to 

supplement this protection. In the mentioned example, it can be a media campaign notifying 

of the possible consequences of fast driving. Another eligible solution is the exercise of 

technical measures which would exclude the breach of legal norms or at least make it 

substantially difficult. The car would, for example, receive a signal designating the speed 

limit at a particular place which could not exceed. 

Such measures are not limited only to the protection of public law rules but can be 

used by private persons to protect their own property. Similarly, we lock doors from our 

house every day, although the inviolability of entry into dwelling is protected also by law. It 

is undoubtedly more effective than claiming damages with uncertain result. The same 

conclusion can be made also on authors’ and related rights, where due to their intangible 

nature and thus the possibility of multiple breaches the caused damage can achieve 

significant amount. 

This dissertation deals with such technical measures which are used to protect and 

manage authors’ and related rights. They are generally known as Digital Rights Management 

or only as DRM. The first chapter tries to define this term. The second chapter consequently 

introduces the basic forms of applications of DRM in practice. 



Although these measures are able to exclude breach of legal norms to some extent, 

they are conquerable as well. It is, for example, possible to intervene to the technical 

equipment of a car not to respond to the transmitted signal and go faster than allowed. In 

such case the question arises whether also this behaviour should be punished even if it does 

not interfere with the protected interest. 

In favour of the affirmative answer speaks the fact that while using the technical 

protection measures, the competent person usually does not make any other effort to 

protect his or her rights. Hence in the third chapter the dissertation deals with the legal 

protection of DRM on international, European and national level. In some cases, also the 

legal protection in the United States and other countries is taken into account. 

On the other hand it is not possible to omit the elementary differences of intellectual 

property rights. Whereas the ownership of tangible assets tends to completely exclude other 

persons from the use of the protected items, the aim of intellectual property rights is 

different. Not only it should remunerate the innovative contribution of the author and 

financially compensate the time and effort put forth on creation of a work, it also aims at the 

support of culture and education. This objective is guaranteed by a number of exceptions 

from the exclusive rights of the author as well as by their limited duration. 

The problem of DRM is that besides the infringement of the rights, it might also 

exclude the lawful use secured by these limitations. This is considered in the fourth chapter. 

The goal of this dissertation is therefore to acquaint the reader with DRM, introduce its legal 

protection, refer to some of its shortcomings and propose their suitable solutions. 

 


