
 

 

Abstract 

This thesis explores the issue of noise in the simultaneous interpreting process, using the 

concept of noise as defined in information theory and the model of communication developed 

by Claude Shannon. The theoretical section of this thesis first offers a brief explanation of the 

basic concepts involved in information theory, followed by a description of Shannon’s model. 

Selected models of interpreting are then introduced based on this model of communication. A 

list of potential types of noise is then presented based on the literature examined that may have 

an impact on the interpreter during simultaneous interpreting.  

The empirical section of this thesis consists of a questionnaire and an experiment. The 

questionnaire determines to what extent interpreters find the potential types of noise from the 

list created in the theoretical section disruptive in their work. The list of types of noise is also 

expanded based on respondents’ answers. The questionnaire also determines what strategies 

respondents employ to overcome adverse factors. The new types of noise and strategies 

employed are described in this thesis using open-ended answers from the respondents.  

The experiment tests the impact of a burst-noise channel on simultaneous interpreting. A total 

of 13 respondents took part in the experiment, performing simultaneous interpreting from 

English to Czech of a recording with four different types of burst noise simulated using models 

created by Jiří Milička. The interpreting performances we3re evaluated by three independent 

assessors and the data was then subjected to statistical analysis. This demonstrated that noise 

has a statistically significant negative effect on the quality of interpreting, that the individual 

types of burst noise have different levels of impact on the quality of interpreting, and that noise 

influences some aspects of interpreting more than others. The experiment also indicates that 

students receive worse evaluations than professional interpreters. It did not find, however, that 

professionals managed to filter out noise more effectively than students.  

 

Keywords: simultaneous interpreting, information theory, communication theory, noise, burst-

noise channel, Shannon’s model of communication 

  


	Abstract

