
 

ABSTRACT 

Nature park is enounced on account of conservation of a landscape character which is a 
specific typical appearance of landscape. It is often placed in a proximity to larger 
towns and cities and thus used by urban inhabitants as a place for relaxation and 
recreation in a natural environs. Small-scale protected areas with valuable natural 
properties are often parts of a nature park. An efficient management of each protected 
area even the nature park requires not only the essential knowledge but also the 
communication between government, visitors and inhabitants. The knowledge in 
opinions of involved groups is therefore fundamental. 
 
This study is focused on the research of the quantitative and qualitative aspects of the 
visit rate in the Nature park Ještěd and the opinions variety of the park’s inhabitants. 
The physical counting method was used for the investigation of the visit-rate’s 
dynamics – objects passing through the chosen site have been counted. Prepared 
questionnaires and the method of the controlled personal interview were used for the 
qualitative research. Visitors were monitored from July 2006 to September 2007 one 
weekend within each month except the winter season. Inhabitants were monitored in the 
chosen villages in spring and summer 2008 always during the weekends. 
 
Twenty-days´ research on the site Pláně pod Ještědem provided in sum                     
5916 registrations of physical passages. The most numerous group was represented by 
pedestrian tourists – 75,2 %, 16 % was made by cyclists, 5,5 % by other subjects 
including motorcycles and four-wheelers and 3,3 % was made by cars. The dynamics of 
pedestrian tourists reached its maximum on Saturday  25th  August 2007, the dynamics 
of cyclists on Sunday 27th May 2007. The most frequented way was the direction 
heading to and coming from the Ještěd. 

 
In the framework of visitors´ opinion variety research one gained 201 questionnaires. 
The majority of visitors were included in the age division of 25-39 years, almost one 
half of the respondents lived in the district of Liberec but lots of visitors were also 
coming from Praque. Above all there were one-day repeated visits and the main 
motivation for staying in the park was nature and its beauty. The most named ecological 
problem of the area was the skiing facility zone and its expansion. 

 
During the research of inhabitants´ opinions one got in total 186 questionnaires. 
Primarily participated the respondents between 40-60 years. The environment in the 
area was improved according to the majority of the inhabitants, nevertheless they often 
mentioned problems with development and fabrication. The major part of the 
respondents was not notified of the new legislative prescript. 

 
The gained data were analyzed consequently - the statistical dependences were tested 
using the χ2 function. On the basis of these dependences and on the base of the interest 
in nature and landscape conservation the variables entering the cluster analysis were 
chosen, which linked together the explicit groups of the respondents on the base of 
theirs responses. Afterwards the particular final clusters were defined more closely.  


