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Past Life': Spatiotemporal Construction of Post-Nationall Politics in 
the Struggle for European Legitimacy" by Sarah Castille 

Sarah Castille has chosen an innovative approach for her study of 
European politics. First, she shows the limits of usual approaches to 
post-national politics arguing that they still rely on the model of nationall 
politics which is shaped by a specific, homogenizing understanding of 
rationality and ethics inside the state. Instead, she develops an 
alternative, aesthet,ic understanding of politics inspired by Jean Ranciere 
which privileges a "lived experience" and which conceives of politics and 
aesthetics as two modes of constructing "le partage du sensible". She 
uses the concept of chronotope to examine the spatial and temporal 
logics of these constructions. On this basis, she investigates the 
chronotope of the nation-state noticing first the differences between the 
chronotopes of nation and state and second their merger within the 
actual state practice. Following this, she examines the chronotope of 
European integration concluding that it only reproduces the nation-state 
chronotope which makes it unfit to its post-national goals. 

The thesis is written with an admirable clarity and a high eloquence. 
It widely referes to the relevant literature, it uses a highly original method 
of research and its conclusions are thought-provoking. However, I miss 
more empirical flesh which should be attached to the theoretical' skeleton 
which the author has constructed. The framework allows for tapping both 
scholarly literature, and novels and poetry, especially the latter should be 
engaged on a much broader scale than it is the case now. I also raise 
two specific comments on the conceptual framework. 

First, representation is too quickly dismissed as "Western concept" 
which is unfit to the current global reality. However, the Aristotelian 
concept of mimesis on which the concept of represenation draws defies 
any easy interpretation (as it was shown by Paul Ricoeur in his 
Metaphore vive). Moreover, it would be in order to specify and to illustrate 
the limits of the Western thinking with respect to this concept. Actual'ly it 
is often the case that the supposed West is identified with a caricature of 
simplified rationalism and positivism as if there was no tradition of 
Western mysticism, for example. 



Second, aesthetics is presented as an alternative to an ethical approach 
to politics. Interestingly, the aesthetic perspective is defended by the 
author in ethical terms - giving voice to those who are ignored and 
erased by liberal rationalism a la Habermas. Can aesthetics do without 
ethics? Is author's declared relativism (both epistemic and ethical) not 
mitigated (or spoilt) by hidden universals? 

All in all, Sarah CastiUe offers a scholarly work of an exceptional 
quality and maturity which should be further developed into a PhD thesis. 
I fully recommend that her work be defended as a master thesis. 

Prague, 3 June 2010 
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