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X. RÉSUMÉ 

In  my work  I  dea l  w i th  marr iage,  spec i f i ca l l y w i th  the  condi t ions  o f  i ts  

incept ion  and the consequences  o f  i t s  demise.  In  spi te  o f  the  fac t  tha t  the 

cr i s is  o f  fami l y and marr iage has  been d iscussed extens ive l y in  the  las t  

years ,  marr iage remains  the fundament  o f  a  fami l y and a  re la t ionsh ip  that  

g ives  b i r th  to  ch i ld ren .  The dec l ine  o f  the  number  o f  marr iages  in  the 

Czech Republ i c  can be seen as  be ing caused by the creat ion  o f  a  space fo r  

ind iv idual izat ion ,  fo r  f ree  l i fes tyle ,  bo th  in  men and especia l l y in  women.  

Marr iage is  no  longer  regarded as  an ins t i tu t ion serv ing the purposes  o f  

the  who le but  in  the  fu tu re should  serve main ly to  ind iv idua ls .  One o f  i ts  

charac ter is t i cs  is  the  h igher  age o f  peop le  en ter ing in to  marr iage,  and the 

number  o f  peop le  l i v ing as  l i fe long s ing les  has  been increas ing.  Another  

a l te rnat ive  to  marr iage,  l i v ing as  par tners  w i thout en ter ing in to  marr iage,  

i s  ga in ing a  p rominent  pos i t ion .  I t  cou ld  be seen as  caused a lso  by 

adverse economic  condi t ions ,  the  growth  o f  the  cos ts  o f  l i v ing,  the  lack  in  

soc ia l  we l fa re,  hous ing e tc .  I t  i s  a lso  charac ter ized  by the t rans i t ion  to  a 

one-ch i ld  fami l y model .  Nata l i t y has  been decreas ing,  wh i le  the  rat io  o f  

ch i ld ren  born  ou ts ide marr iage has  been increas ing. The d ivorce ra te  has  

l i kewise been increas ing.  The s tab i l i t y o f  marr iage,  however ,  does  not  

depend onl y on  the spouses  a lone but  i s  a lso  cons iderably determined by 

the soc iet y.  Anyhow,  I  s t i l l  th ink  that  marr iage remains  an  importan t  par t  

o f  the socie ty tha t  should  have concern  fo r  i t s  p reservat ion ,  not  to  

ment ion  the preservat ion  o f  fami l y.  Th is  is  an  area that  i s  very sens i t i ve 

and emot ional ;  moreover ,  marr iage i s  charac ter ized  by i t s  long- term 

dura t ion.  I t  i s  there fo re  necessary tha t  the  lega l  regu la t ion  i s  exhaust i ve 

and pro tects  the  pos i t ion  o f  weaker  persons .  I  concent ra ted  main ly on  the 

lega l  regu la t ion o f  the  condi t ions  o f  the  incept ion o f  marr iage and i ts  

defec ts ,  as  fo r  the  demise o f  marr iage I  w i l l  deal  wi th  main ly w i th  

d ivorce and i t s  consequences  not  on l y fo r  the  spouses themselves  but  

poss ib l y fo r  the i r  ch i ld ren  as  wel l .  A t  the  same t ime my tendency i s  to  

in t roduce the new fac ts  b rought  about  in  th is  area by the proposa l  o f  the 

new Civ i l  Code.  Marg ina l l y I  a lso  ment ion  the procedura l  aspect  and 

cer ta in  aspects  o f  fo re ign  regu lat ions .  


