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ABSTRACT 
 

Since now, acoustic communication and alarm calls of European ground squirrel and 

the recently  described S. taurensis have been poorly studied. Aim of this study is to make 

first steps in studying and understanding their acoustic communication and alarm calls. It was 

found, that the European ground squirrel produces 6 vocal (growl, rapid growl, scream, 

squeak, chirp, whistle) and 1 nonvocal (tooth chatter) sounds. These sounds are produced 

when sousliks are directly threatened by predator or during their social contacts. The alarm 

call of European ground squirrel as well as of S. taurensis is the whistle. It usually consists of 

two different elements, which can be fused, overlapped in time or separated by short interval. 

The first element has a constant frequency, while the second one has little frequency 

modulation. In some cases, one of these elements can be missing. The study reveals 

individual variation in the alarm calls in both species. Sexual differences in alarm calls of S. 

taurensis were found.  
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