
A supervisor’s report on Jana Vobecká doctoral thesis ‘Spatial Dynamics of the Population in the Czech 

Republic, 1989-2007’. 

Jana Vobecká worked on her doctoral thesis under the joint supervision scheme between 

Charles University in Prague and Université de Bourgogne in Dijon. 

Jana Vobecká’s thesis was devised to analyse the spatial distribution of the population in 

context of demographic reproduction and internal migration in the conditions of recent population 

development in the Czech Republic and situates development in the Czech Republic in an 

international context. She concentrated on the spatial differences in population structures and on an 

analysis of internal residential migration after 1989. her work is based on the theory of the population 

de-concentration typical of post-industrial society and on the theory of suburbanisation and counter-

urbanisation. Her study supports the view that spatial population dynamics fundamentally changed 

after 1989 and determined that the main reason for this was the change in the structure of residential 

migration. To a certain extent, the development is similar to that in West European countries, where 

the same process was observed about 20-30 years earlier. At the same time, the analysis of migration 

outlined the considerable impact that the social structure of migrants has on the migration destination 

(mainly according to the migrants’ education level) and the secondary importance of the age of 

migrants. Differences in migration patters among regions were also confirmed (e.g. specific position 

of Prague and Central Bohemia on the one hand and Nortwest Bohemia on the other hand). 

In her work Jana Vobecká fruitfully used the experience she gained during her studies at 

Centre d'Economie et Sociologie appliquées à l'Agriculture et aux Espaces Ruraux (UMR INRA-

ENESAD CESAER) in Dijon. She applied her experience mainly in the analysis of the regional 

differentiations and the regional distribution of the population along different types of settlement 

(municipalities) in connection with their position in the hierarchy of settlement patterns or the social 

and demographic structure of population. She used advanced methods of analysis of spatial population 

distribution so that internal migration. 

Although she was inspired mainly by the works of French researchers, both in the introductory 

part and in the discussion of the results, her good knowledge of the wider theoretical background is 

evident. She is widely familiar with the phenomenon of suburbanisation and counter-urbanisation in 

other post-communist East European countries, too. It is clear from the structure of the work that she 

aimed to capture the theme in all its complexity: she concentrated on the main characteristics of 

migration in the Czech Republic after 1989. 

The doctoral thesis is logically structured. The studied theme covers the contexts of both 

demographic and societal development. The work has yielded useful findings and original output. Jana 

Vobecká proved her ability to apply an independent and creative approach to scientific work and her 

very good proper grasp of the field. She has presented some results from her thesis in international 

seminars, and parts of the thesis have been published in scientific journal (in the review Demografie 

and the Central European Journal of Public Policy) and in a book titled Soudržnost a diferencující se 

společnost (Cohesion in a Differentiating Society; Sociologický ústav Praha 2008). 

The results of Jana Vobecká´s analysis extend the information on the regional differentiation 

of the spatial distribution of the population and on the processes of migration in the Czech Republic in 

the past two decades. 

I confirm that the work of Jana Vobecká fulfils the standards usually required of a PhD thesis 

and I recommend it for defence. 
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