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 Resumé 

REGISTRATION OF REAL ESTATE IN BOHEMIA AND IN MORAVIA 

(HISTORY OF CADASTRE OF REAL ESTATES) 

The purpose of this Thesis, as it is apparent from its name, is to create an 

overview of the process and history of the registrations of real estates from the 

beginning to the present.   

The reasons of needs and affords of the rulers to start creating some directories 

of the lands were purely economical.  Every sovereign and ruler needed enough finance 

to keep and reinforce their power and the most effective way how to do it was to 

institute the land tax. 

The land was divided in the land of the vassals, called rustic, and the land of the 

masters, called demesne. Over the centuries, the object of the land taxes was only the 

land of the vassals. The land of the masters had to be free of the taxes till the year 1706.  

In order to make the tax collection more effective and well-organized, it was necessary 

to create a proper registration of the rustic land. Therefore, the original purpose of the 

rustic land registration, which had various names during individual historical periods, 

had only fiscal function.  

The history of the cadastre of real estates started in the year 1022 when the duke 

Old�ich united the tax policy and instituted the tax collection from the grounds - policy 

which his followers continued in. Besides cadastres, so called public registers co-existed 

for centuries. Till 1871, when law number 95 was published, these books had related 

only to demesne land. The public registers denoted a public inventory, which real 

estates, proprietary and other rights and facts related to the real estates were recorded in.  

They served as a written evidence and their records did not have only declaratory 

character but in many cases, constitutive as well. The first public register originated 

under the reign of P�emysl Otakar II. in the 13th century and they were known as the 

Land registry of the nobility and free towns. Cartularies, mining, gates, feudal, urban 

books etc. belonged among the other kinds of public registers. Today´s Cadastre of Real 

Estate, we can also consider as the public register.  

In this Thesis I was concentrated on the particular periods of the history of 

Bohemia and Moravia just from the point of view of the changes in the tax policy and 

keeping the register of real estates, either cadastres of real estates or public registers. In 
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my opinion, the first very important event was year 1706, when the tax collection from 

demesne land was licensed, which had been free of taxes before. 

Over the centuries, the tax policies in Bohemia and in Moravia differed, but in 

1748, the sovereign Marie Terezie unified them. Under her rule, in 1857, the Cadastre of 

rustical and demense land was also created. Her descendant Josef II. was very 

innovative ruler and his Cadastre, valid from year 1789, contained many modern and 

progressive elements. The next important cadastre was the Cadastre called Stable, which 

came into force in Moravia in 1851 and in Bohemia in 1860. After the formation of the 

independent Czechoslovakia, it was necessary to create unified system of registration of 

real estates for the whole Czechoslovakia and that is why law number 177 was issued in 

1927. After the Second World War, there were many changes of the registration of real 

estates and transfers of real estates and rights relating to them. The Land registry of the 

nobility and free towns were closed in the year 1964. After the Revolution in 1989, 

work on the new registration of real estates began and in 1993, today´s Cadastre of Real 

Estates was created. 

�


