ABSTRACT

International legal protection of refugee children, migrants and victims of

human trafficking

The topic of this thesis is the international legal protection of children in armed
conflicts and the protection of refugee children, migrants and victims of human
trafficking. The author's preference for this topic stems from both her personal
experience gained during a 6-year traineeship in the Organisation for Aid to Refugees,
where she worked with minor children-refugees and migrants,and from the fact that

only limited attention is being devoted to these issues by the expert public.

In this work, the author focuses on four major areas in which the international
regulation of child protection was urgent and desirable, namely the individual rights of
the child, the position of the child in non-international and international armed conflicts,
the protection of the child against international crime and all forms of exploitation, as
well as the issue of the protection of refugee children. The aim of the work is to analyse
the applicable legislative provisions and to assess their effectiveness, largely in the
context of the implementation of relevant agreements, the activities of bodies of
international organisations within the scope of their authority, but also in relation to the
potential criminal prosecution before international criminal courts of persons
committing relevant offences against children. In addition, the author seeks to review
the process of the inter-connection between individual areas of international law (in
particular between international criminal law, humanitarian law, human rights law and
refugee law) and the influence it has on the effectiveness of the protection of the rights
of the child.

The goal is to demonstrate that the concept of child protection is no longer
exclusively a matter for the Convention on the Rights of the Child (1989), which relates
to the individual rights of the child (and thus to the human-rights aspect of international
law), but rather involves a broad range of contractual instruments from the areas of both
international humanitarian law and intemational criminal law). In the author's 'vicw, the

fact that child protection is subject to positive arrangements in all of these areas




contributes to the standardisation of common law practice and helps to raise awareness
of the need to consolidate and respect the concept of the protection of the child ( mostly
the protection of the life of a child, and his/her human dignity and individual

development) in all circurnstances, since it possesses an ius cogens nature.




