
Abstract 

  Ever since World War II up to the 80`s the world had not witnessed any form of suicide 

terrorism. Since then the rate of such attacks have been growing on a global level. Nowadays, 

suicide terrorism is one of the most researched and still not fully explained syndromes that imposes 

threat to nations, societies, individuals, groups, governments and other parties. Many studies and 

analyses focus on determining the reasons and the motives for such acts, including the damages 

that suicide terrorism causes on global level. There have been multiple variables determined as 

key factors influencing suicide terrorism, including religion, political occupation, nationalism and 

many others, yet there is no single answer as to why organizations and/or individuals decide on 

such radical tactic. Thus, as a modern phenomenon, suicide terrorism triggers the analysis from 

several perspectives of the individual, organizational and psychological background.  

  This master thesis deals with the case study of Chechen suicide terrorism and its 

implications in the studies of suicide terrorism. The main focus of the research is on determining 

main motives and reasons of Chechnya to use suicide bombing against Russia. The analysis uses 

the Robert Pape’s theory on suicide terrorism and done by using qualitative research, with 

representation of dependent (suicide attacks) and independent variables (foreign occupation, 

religion, nationalism, geographical location). Future research is focused on explaining how the 

implementation of suicide bombing affected the Russian-Chechen relations and how Russian 

Policy changed towards Chechnya after the suicide attacks.  
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