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This thesis is a very serious attempt to research an area that is much neglected, 
namely gender stereotyping in English course books used in Czech secondary schools. 
This is a timely topic this year the Czech Republic hosted an international 
conference on overcoming gender stereotyping as part of its ED presidency and 
raising gender awareness in teacher education and schools was part of its focus. As 
the author of the thesis also points out (p.19), the Ramcove vzdelavaci program also 
draws attention to gender within its guidance on multicultural education and one of 
the stated aims of the work is to judge the textbooks analysed according to the quoted 
RVP guidelines. 

The theoretical part of the thesis briefly defines gender then focuses on particular 
areas affected by gender stereotyping: gender and work, including unpaid domestic 
work, interests and hobbies, characteristics and language. The author then clearly 
states her aims (p. 21) which are to see the extent to which the textbooks she analyses 
avoid gender stereotyping, compare Czech textbooks with those produced in the UK, 
suggest improvements and discover the extent to which textbooks influence the views 
of students. 

These aims are extremely ambitious and ultimately are not explicitly met, particularly 
the last mentioned. The very wide scope of the enquiry inevitably also leads to a 
truncation of discussion of very complex issues. For example, in the section on gender 
and language the author mentions two very contrasting approaches. i.e. she cites 
Cameron's critique of 'folklinguistic' beliefs but goes on to reproduce the so-called 
'deficit model' of Lakoff and, though she does mention criticisms made of Lakoff s 
approach (p.17), her own position on the very contentious topic of 'sex differences' in 
language is not clear. And, though she states that (p.15) 'The evidence of sex 
differences in language can be found in most of them" (i.e. text books) this is not 
substantiated later in the thesis to clarify her approach. 

Another point to mention with reference to the language and gender section is that 
although the thesis is concerned with the perception of Czech students, the fact that 
that their mother tongue is a very gendered one and might affect their response to 
'sexist' terminology, is not mentioned until the very end of the thesis (p. 59) and there 
is no local context given in this section, as there is in the other areas focused on. 

The practical part of the thesis is extremely thorough and well organised. The author 
methodically goes through each of the three textbooks and includes both her own and 
the students' observations. One drawback for a reader of the thesis. however. is not 
having access to all the material; one simply has to accept the author's comments 
without evidence, e.g. on the Environment unit in Fast Track to FCE - "There are no 
gender stereotypes included in this unit" (p.48). 
Occasionally the identification of stereotypes seemed over-zealous, leading to 
arguable results, e.g. I am not convinced by the analysis of the Chalk and Cheese unit 
of Time to Talk 2 (p.32) featuring a modern version of the Jack Sprat verse (though a 
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feminist criticism could be made of the namelessness of 'his wife' in the verse!) as, 
particularly in a Czech context, the stereotype of the lazy housewife sitting around 
watching TV seems not to exist. or by the conclusion that 'Even if the couple in the 
article switched their roles, such characterization and generalization would be still 
highly stereotyping and therefore inappropriate to use in a text book." (p.32) as this 
seems to undermine the focus on gender stereotyping. This links to another area 
where there could have been more clarity i.e. the notion of stereotyping itself. Though 
the author very clearly defines her understanding of stereotyping at the start of the 
thesis there are moments when the word stereotyping is used in a looser and less clear 
context, e.g. p. 53 she refers to 'the stereotype of judging people by their appearance" 
in Unit 1 of Maturita Solutions. It seems from the little of the unit that is quoted that 
the article was actually challenging such superficial judging, and the subsequent point 
she makes on gender is not clear. 

The questionnaires the author designed for her thesis produce some very interesting 
data (particularly touching is the difference in male and female perceptions of the 
tenderness and sensitivity of males) and I would have wished for more analysis of and 
commentary on the results. I also wonder about the phrasing in some cases - i.e. if 
you ask students for 'typical' associations (attachments 5,7,8,9), are they simply 
reflecting what they know to be the existing stereotypes (much as Cameron did in 
listing the feminist folkIinguistic notions) or expressing their own beliefs? Overall, the 
lack of fuller information about the existing views of the students means that the 
ambitious aim, reiterated on p.58 "to find out to what extent textbooks influence the 
attitudes and values of students in the area of gender issues" is impossible to meet 
within the scope of this thesis and would demand much more extensive research 
(which I hope the author might undertake in the future). As the students themselves 
also identify 'the media' as the chief influence on the formation of their ideas about 
gender. I also would recommend that in any future research she would include more 
attention to the images used in textbooks, which in the current thesis is only fleetingly 
mentioned. 

On the whole I feel that this thesis shows an independence of thinking, a sound 
knowledge of key gender concepts, is written in a generally very good English and is 
a valuable contribution to a neglected topic. Although I think that the stated aims, 
above all to attempt more qualitative than quantitative research, could not be met 
within the scope of a thesis of this length the author does persuasively show that 
gender stereotyping exists in the textbooks used in schools, though on the basis of 
examining only three textbooks, and only one of them Czech- produced, she can only 
tentatively make suggestions as to the comparative status oflocal vs 'imported' 
books. 

The author of the thesis deserves praise for the ambitious scope of her work and for 
the scientific manner in which she approached her research. If she defends the work 
well I would therefore recommend that she be awarded the highest mark. 




