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1) Theoretical background:

Submitted thesis is focused on economic regionalgima particular focus on the case study of the
Shanghai Cooperation Organisation. Author has dritaon to answer following question$) How

do globalization and regional integration impacetkvorld policy? 2) What are the main interests
and need for this organization has the countriggators of its creation: Russia and China? 3)
What benefits from such association have the meuntaertries, belonging to CA region?must

be noted that especially the first one is rath@arhas not been answered sufficiently. Besides
above mentioned research questions, A.Ponomaretatessthree hypothese) Despite the
existing problems and disagreements in the orgdioza its development and successful
functioning are of great importance both for paip@&nts, and for all international community in
general. 2) The potential of SCO is defined, fosall, by participation in it of such countries as
Russia and China. Both of these states are intedest stable political and economic development
of the Eurasian region, and ensuring its safety.E8pnomic cooperation and activity of SCO
countries will be more successful under conditibrd@velopment of transport communications in
the region.

Theoretically the thesis is framed within the thesrof liberalism and neofunctionalism which are
explicitly mentioned by the author herself. On cant realistic approach is ignored, which
logically limits explanatory ability of the thesigs the geopolitical aspect of sino-russian
cooperation and competition in the region is anartgnt part of the problem. It must be noted that
regional cooperation and motives of particular ¢oas geographically stuck in the region and of
external players can be explained by the realigteory within various cluster of regionalism
related theories. Deeper literature review wouldbdé® author to understand different motives for
regional cooperation btw small countries and regligrowers. On the other side the author has
worked with less known works of Russian and Chirsglors.



As author has not worked with some significant eesr like L.Facwcett or Keating,
conceptualization of the most important terms likgion, regionalism or regionalization shows
significant deficiencies.

2) Contribution:

Overall the submitted thesis reached the goal @@hdn the introduction, the added value of the
thesis is its empirical part offering huge sum oformation, however it would be more than
beneficial to structure information provided in thesis, e.g. to make summarizing tables of mutual
trade volume btw CA countries and external play@iisus, a deeper analytical overview of
economic as well as economic ties is missing. Tikeience of China and Russia could be also
proved by analyzing the position of Russian andn€$e language. This is exactly the sphere,
where Beijing and Moscow compete for influence prmject their soft-power. The thesis provides
rather a compilation of available information rathlkean a deep analysis of trends. The author
inclines to general statements which are not basedeliable data...”At the same time, it is
obviously important to note that the public opinionCentral Asia doesn't promote orientation to
China yet, perceiving this country as remote, nm@ts, unfamiliar.”

More critical approach towards the researched temald be proper. The author tends to adopt
official positions and declaration of Russian ankin€se elites, scholars respectiveig. The
Russian-Chinese tandem in East Eurasia in the fofrthe Shanghai Cooperation Organization
(SCO), is an uncommon example of constructive aotem and realization in 34 practice of the
latest models of interstate and intercivilizatiomaldgue including in line with integrative
tendencies (Wang J., 2014). (p. 34).%In this situation the role of the Shanghai Coopiemat
Organization which is an example of constructiveparation and realization in practice of new
models of interstate and intercivilization coopévatis especially significant.” (36)

By ignoring the realistic tradition of internatidnalations, the author fails to understand imparta
side motives of Moscow and Beijing, which can’tdx@lained by theories of functionalism or neo-
functionalism. For example the long lasting obsestatus of India and Pakistan. In both countries,
full membership was blocked by China and Russigpeetively because of geopolitical reasons.
The second aspect is Beijing's attempt to gain@euhand in the region through its economic
supremacy and OBOR project which goes hand in h@hi will enable China to integrate CA
economies with China and secure vital Chinese asteron one side, and diminish Russian
influence in the region on the other side.

3) Methods:

The author explicitly explain methods used in thests, however these are too vague on one side
and too broad on the othéMethodological base of the research is the compieégeneral-logical

and generalscientific methods of deduction and atidn, the analysis and synthesis; research
methods of the modern humanitarian disciplines.”.tidds of monitoring and the content
analysis of mass media have been used when stuieyergsts of member countries of SCO and
actors out of the region, concerning participationassociation and an assessment of prospects of
its developmentHaving said that, | do consider the definitionregion as the weak part of the
thesis.

4) Literature: The selection of literature is sufficient for thesk at hand, however some most
important works are missing, for example - Keatit297, L. Fawcett, Cohen, J.Nye (1968) —
International Regionalism, W.W. Rostow (1990) — TBmmning Age of Regionalism, R.Rosecrance
(1991) — Regionalism and the Post-Cold War Era.



5) Manuscript form: Although the structure of the thesis does notaghbvallow the reader fluent
reading, the reviewed thesis meets formal critezguired by Faculty of Social Sciences and the
overall quality of written English is satisfyingo®e misspellings could have been saved by more
careful proof reading. Overall formal impressiorttod work is good.
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