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Scale: 5 - excellent, 4 - good, 3 - satisfactory, 2 - poor, 1 – very poor 
 5 4 3 2 1  

ARGUMENT:                     
Clearly defined research question    2  No clearly defined research question 

Answers research question    2  Does not answer research question 

Well structured   3   Badly structured 
Shows theoretical awareness    2  Shows no theoretical awareness 

Conceptual clarity   3   Conceptual confusion 

Empirically appropriate & robust   3   Full of empirical errors 
Logical and coherent  4    Illogical and incoherent 

Analytical   3   Descriptive 

Critical    2  Uncritical 
Shows independent thought   3   Does not show independent thought 

SOURCES & USAGE:       

Evidence of reading/research  4    No evidence of reading/research 
Effective use of sources/data  4    Ineffective use of sources/data 

WRITING STYLE:                  

Clear   3   Obscure 
Good punctuation   3   Poor punctuation 

Grammatically correct   3   Grammatically incorrect 

PRESENTATION:           
Appropriate length  4    Too long/short 
Good referencing   3   Poor/inconsistent referencing 

Good spelling  4    Poor spelling 

Good bibliography   3   Poor bibliography 



Comments:  
The edits and added material in Flanna’s work has strengthened the piece considerably.  However, even with 
the additions, the thesis still lacks a clear research question and does not produce any well founded or drawn 
out conclusions.  In her introduction Flanna claims that the intent is to “better understand the role of music in 
Czech society, specifically the underground movement, in its effect on society and politics.”   
 
While the work is impressive in its scope, covering many decades of music, the analysis is still lacking and 
the affect music had and has on society and politics is simply descriptive, not critical.  This can be seen in 
her final sentiment: “Perhaps now, Czech music is neither surrounded by controversy and is therefore 
apolitical. But the role and power of musical movements have been proven by the lessons of the past.” This 
offers very little innovative thought or new comment to the current discourse about music’s impact on 
society.  It is a very simple view to present and entertain in a Masters level work. 
 
Additionally, towards the end of the thesis Flanna states, “Although some of the people I spoke with had 
differing views about the influences on the underground, it can be concluded that it is currently believed to 
have had a great influence on the events leading up to the Velvet Revolution.  It also plays a role, at least in 
the minds of many journalists (both Czech and foreign) in the mindset of the Czechoslovak people and state 
during the 1960’s through the late 80’s.  As discussed in the paper, there is also some discrepancy as to 
whether the influences are and inspirations were Beat, Slavonic or even political” (p. 88).  Again, this shows 
the limited reach of findings and analysis.  Instead it speaks to the considerable amount of research that was 
conducted. 
 
Flanna used a descriptive history analysis method with interviews as a source of primary data for her work. 
However, no theoretical base is present. In addition, there are no core texts used to frame the historical 
conception and most of her sources are from the internet.  
 
What remains unique is the use of interviews as a primary source. Flanna has utilized many great minds to 
obtain a wealth of informative and edifying information.  While the knowledge presented is impressive and 
quite interesting, it could have been more fully employed if the research question was developed and a 
specific aim or hypothesis was presented to defend or explore. Yet one needs to commend the attempt to use 
primary resources here. This undertaking is the strongest piece of the work and is what allows Flanna to 
offer some insight and unique information. 
 
Throughout the work, there are a number of type-os and grammatical mistakes. This, along with the lack of a 
cohesive argument makes the thesis hard to follow at times.  Yet, some interesting insights are noted and 
overall it is an interesting compilation of information from primary sources, which has limited exposure in 
published texts. 
 
Finally, referencing could be improved, as there is a clear lack of the use of footnotes or any sort of 
augmented reference techniques.  
 
 

Specific Questions for oral defence: 
1. Please list out the most coherent of your conclusions on how rock music impacted the political world in 
this country during the normalization period and how you came to these deductions. 
2. How much current impact does the music world have on contemporary political and social dialogue? Are 
there currently any artists or bands that are avowedly political with strict stances? You may consider bands 
across the political spectrum in your answer including right-wing or metal music. 
3. Where do you think music in the Czech Republic is heading? Do you think it still stands to impact politics 
or incite revolution (as you assert in the work)? Or was this a product of the time.  
4. In this thesis you say different regimes impact what type of music is popular (p. 21). What do you think 
the popular music today say about the current regime (in the Czech Republic, or even more generally)? 

Mark *:  3 
Recommended for defence with passing grade “good.” 
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