Abstract

This thesis analyzes key moments from the tenures of Harold Macmillan as British Prime
Minister and John Fitzgerald Kennedy as President of the United States. The United Kingdom
and the United States had a Special Relationship between them, which was based upon their
close political cooperation. Macmillan and Kennedy deepend this relation by their personal
friendship, which played a major role in the course of finding solutions to the conflicts they
had to face in the context of the Cold War, when there was a real possibility of nuclear
annihilation.

The analysis shows that the Special Relationship in the years 1957-1963 went through
several dynamic developments, however it never lost its unique status. Despite initial distrust
between the two countries immediately following the Suez Crisis, both politicians always
managed to find a compromise solution. Thanks to their friendship and deep personal respect,
they managed to always unite, even during times of gravest peril. A typical example of the
personal relationship is the Cuban Missile Crisis, when Kennedy kept in touch via telephone
with Macmillan and often asked him for advice. By virtue of this contact, Macmillan became
one of the President’s principal advisors in the course of the crisis.

The Special Relationship between the two countries did not end in 1963, with
Macmillan’s resignation and Kennedy's assassination. The strong political bonds, which were
a central part of the Special Relationship, strongly manifested themselves also in the times of

Ronald Reagan and Margaret Thatcher.



