
This paper is focused on a quite frequent topic of these days - the situation of
foreign pupils at Czech basic schools from their own view and from the view of their
classmates.
How do the foreign pupils accommodate in the class? Do they have any
difficulties with their different background? What does it mean for the Czech children
when they are part of the multicultural class? What is important for them to integrate
foreign pupils in their class?
I looked at this topic from a holistic view, but I worked only with a small group
of pupils - with a class. It enabled me to look at those relations more precisely.
The class attended 20 children at the age of 13 to 15. Its society was very
diverse. There were five pupils who declared themselves as foreigners and some other
children have foreign relatives. Moreover, there are two mentally handicapped boys
integrated in the class.
I interviewed the whole class, let them write an essay and used a sociomctric
questionnaire to get the data about topics meant above.
What were the results? The class community is very sociable and tolerant to its
members. Some handicap or different ethnic origin docs not cause any serious
difficulties. The foreign pupils are satisfied in that class and in a whole school as well.
The school institution and its positive climate enable those pupils to feel accepted and
respected. They let them declare that they are somehow different and they may show
this difference as well.
The main condition of integration from the view of Czech classmates was the
knowledge of the Czech language.
Everybody in the class is aware of taught concept of multiculturalism which says
that a foreigner is a person with a different background and he/she should be accepted
and respected. The majority relate to him/her via prejudices or stereotypes that ease the
first contact.


