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Criteria Definition Maximum Points 

Major Criteria    

 Research question, 
definition of 
objectives 

10 9 

 Theoretical/conceptu
al framework 

30 27 

 Methodology, 
analysis, argument 

40 37 

Total  80 73 

Minor Criteria    
 Sources 10 10 

 Style 5 4 

 Formal requirements 5 5 
Total  20 19 
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Evaluation 

Major criteria: 

This is an extremely well-researched thesis. It presents a very thorough debate of 
a topic that is academically relevant and politically/socially “hot” – that of 
cooperation in tax matters on the global level, and on the reasons for why this 
cooperation does not actually progress much. The explanation to this lies, in this 
thesis, in the description and interpretation of the positions (preferences) adopted 
(held) by some of the key actors in the global negotiations of a common UN Tax 
Body? Given the enormous breadth and complexity of the matter, this is a very 
appropriate approach. 

The thesis has one downside. The author spends most of the text introducing the 
various (interesting and relevant) facets of the global tax cooperation problem, 
and only addresses the core of the stated research question towards the end, in the 
last two sections. It would simply have been better to cut some of the (admittedly 
interesting) contextual material, in order to reach to the analytical core of the 
thesis somewhat earlier. 

Having said that, I have to admit that the description of and insight into the issues 
of tax evasion and avoidance, and the combat of illicit financial flows, is excellent 
and very robust. One simply learns a lot of interesting detail by reading the thesis. 
This is where the core value added ultimately is – in an excellent and systematic 
description of an important topic that still lies a bit outside of the attention of 
mainstream IR/IPE scholars. All this is further supported by primary interview 
evidence from a long-term field-trip/internship of the author. 
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Minor criteria: 

The author’s writing style is very dense – the thesis is a serious and tough 
read. At the same time, at points Romana seeks more ‘artistic’ expressions 
than are needed in an academic work. 

The academic and other sources base is very broad and I think basically 
exhaustive. 

 

Overall evaluation: 

This is a very strong thesis. Its primary value added lies in the author’s 
thorough familiarity with the very complex and technical topic. She offers a 
high-quality description of the phenomenon still relatively scarcely 
addressed in academic studies. At the same time, I think this very exciting 
description could be better linked with the theoretical discussion and with 
the somewhat underwhelming section based on her interviews, which in 
principle should have been the highlight of the work. Having said that, this 
is still a remarkable study in the depth and breadth with which it originally 
captures the topic.  

Suggested grade: excellent (1) 
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