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Overall, this is a very well-researched and well-analyzed examination of Emerson’s
relation to mythopoeia, and to the Romantic, Modernist, and Postmodernist critical theory
and praxis regarding mythopoeia.

Ms. Makelberge’s wide familiarity with historical and contemporary literary theorists as
well as with Emerson’s principal writings, epistemology, and linguistic/stylistic
manifestations addressing myth-making and myth-breaking issues, is very impressive.
So, too, is her capacity to build convincing analytic comparisons and connections
between Emerson’s explicit and implicit theory and practice of mythopoeia and
mythoclasm and the work of Vico, Schlegel, Schilling, Blake, Nietzsche, Vaihinger,
Cassirer, Abrams, Eco, Iser, and Barthes. Ms. Makelberger demonstrates a range,
comprehensiveness, comprehension, and depth over several disciplines that is genuinely
exceptional at the M.A. level. Under these circumstances, that her reach occasionally
exceeds her grasp and/or her linguistic capacities should come as no surprise. In
addition, there are some proofreading shortcomings that occasionally become
troublesome for comprehension. In terms of content, however, I believe that both in
aspiration and execution this thesis deserves the highest praise. The combined efforts of
writer and director have produced a challenging and illuminating result.
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If the reader has any questions or needs additonal information, please contact me at
drobbins@suffolk.edu.




