
Zorka Ságlová was born in Humpolec on 14 August 1942. Between
1961 and 1966 she studied at the Academy of Arts, Architecture and
Design in Prague in the textile studio of Antonín Kybal. From informel
paintings she moved to structures created out of basic geometrical
elements based on a particular textile structure – sateen weave. In 1968
she exhibited her works at the New Sensitivity, an exhibition presenting
new tendencies of constructive art, and she became a part of this
important phenomenon in Czech art. Her latest objects presented at this
exhibition led her to the idea of the viewer as an active participant on the
creation of her artworks. This resulted in four actions taking place in the
open landscape and an event called Hay, straw in the prestigious Gallery of
Václav Špála in 1969. For this work she was largely critisized by the
communist media as well as the Czech artistic community. This all led to
her isolation in the 70's and 80's. From 1976 she created a series of
tapestries. During this work she discovered a rabbit/hare as her
emblematic symbol for a long period. She started to collect all relevant
information about its significance in various cultures. In 1984 she returned
to painting. She updated her structures based on sateen weave by using
thousands of rabbit silhouettes instead of geometrical elements. In 1987
she started to use various rubber stamps with the motif of a rabbit and also
began to work with real rabbits on action drawings. During the 90's she
worked in a variety of media and styles from assemblages to photography
(both of these are usually somehow connected with travelling). Starting
from 1991 a lot of her works are based on visual quotations, found
representations derived mainly from art history, archeology or every day 
life. In some of her works she also used sateen fabric instead of plain
canvas as a basis for painting.
Zorka Ságlová died on 20 November 2003.


