
Abstract  

The work focuses on the less-studied reflections on literature of the Peruvian author José María 

Arguedas (1911–1969). Based on his affinity with the ideas about art of Wilhelm Dilthey, 

whom he quotes in one of his ethnological articles, the work identifies the author's relationship 

to individual aspects of literature and life that, according to Arguedas, lead to the creation of 

authentic literature: experience as the basis of creation, connection with all things, unity of work 

and life, connection to oneself and one's culture, work in the depths of linguistic expression, 

cultural translation, relationship towards reality, nature, landscape and literary technique, the 

function of literature, the relationship beauty – fiction – mission of the writer, regionality and 

universality of the literary work. The work also identifies how the author's experience and 

literary influences shaped his concept of a writer, as well as his affinity with poetry and poets 

(Vallejo, Eguren, Westphalen, García Lorca).  
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