Abstract

This thesis aims to describe the attitudes of economically active individuals of European
countries towards progressive taxation and to clarify, which individual-level factors have a key
influence on attitudes towards progressive taxation, and how aggregated attitudes vary between
European countries. This thesis primarily analyses individual-level predictors of subjective and
objective class identity, expectations of social mobility, perceptions of the size of income
inequality, and perceptions of justice of income distribution. At the country level, the form of the
welfare regime is the subject of analysis, drawing on the research of Esping-Andersen (1990).

To fulfil the aims of the thesis, the dataset ISSP 2019 is utilized, precisely the module
Social Inequality V, which has been subset to include solely European states. The primary method
of analysis is multi-level modelling.

The thesis failed to confirm the influence of social mobility expectations on the attitudes
towards progressive taxation, while the effect of class identity was not straightforward, as was
anticipated in the theoretical part. What was confirmed was the effect of perception of the size of
income inequality and of the perception of justice of income distribution, and their mutual
interaction. On the country level, it was confirmed that attitudes towards progressive taxation vary
between countries based on the welfare regime in a given country, however, country-level
differences explain a very minor part of the variance and are not a substantial factor in the forming

of attitudes towards progressive taxation.



