Abstract

The thesis explores how the profession of social work is perceived by the public and how
educational programs in primary schools can help improve understanding of this profession.
The aim of the research is to identify common stereotypes and prejudices related to social
work and, based on empirical findings, to design a model educational program. The research
employed a mixed-method approach combining a quantitative questionnaire survey with a
qualitative analysis of open-ended responses. The results revealed that the public often
perceives social work in a simplified way, mainly as administrative or control-oriented
activity, while its broader societal and supportive role remains less understood. Based on these
findings, an educational program was developed to foster empathy, critical thinking, and a
positive attitude toward helping professions. The program is aligned with the Framework
Educational Program for Primary Education and is based on the principles of active, reflective,

and culturally relevant learning.
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