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The student delivered a well-structured presentation, introducing the
problem of election forecasts that rely on relatively simple models.
He presented the data clearly and described the rigorous five-stage
econometric pipeline employed in the thesis. The student also
discussed the main limitations of the work, including vulnerability to
black swan events and constraints related to metadata. During the
defense, the committee raised questions concerning different polling
data sources and prediction agencies, the identification and definition
of party blocs, and the possible use of higher-frequency data. The
student responded to the questions adequately, including by referring
to the volatility of political support, and demonstrated a good
understanding of the topic and methodology. The final grade is B.
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