
Bohumil Laušman (born August 30th, 1903) was a member of the Social Democratic Party.
He was elected member of the National Assembly for the Pardubice region after ten years in
regional politics. At the age of thirty-one he became the youngest Member of Parliament. He
organised the foundation of the second parliament formation after the Munich events within
the system of limited democracy, the National Labour Party. Not only did he show courage,
he also showed sense for reality, when he was regulating some left-wing radicals in the weak
party. He participated actively in the resistance after the establishment of the protectorate. In
his resistance, he promoted collaboration across the political spectrum. That is why the selfconfident
Laušman entered the exile with the idea that the left-wing party should have a moral
right to determine political direction of exile institutions, which were forming at that time.
His obvious left-wing tendency and non-constructive behaviour are possible to be seen
after the failure of his political formation of Czechoslovakia’s resistance movement in Paris
and London. He travelled to the USSR in the middle of the year 1942 to get acquainted with
political ideas of the representatives of the Czechoslovak resistance residing there, possibly to
get their political support. During negotiations he offered communists mainly cooperation
with the “left-wing” social democratic group in London exile institutions, at first the
participation in the government. This cooperation was to be done with the perspective of
unifying the Social Democratic Party and Communist Party into a single socialist party. He
could not have been satisfied with the results of negotiations.


