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Abstract 

As a result of the Russian aggression launched on 24 February 2022, millions of people 

were displaced from the territory of Ukraine. The European Union responded by activating the 

previously unused mechanism of temporary protection, which enabled the immediate provision of 

protection to displaced persons across the Member States. Although temporary protection is 

primarily an instrument of asylum policy, it also entails social obligations of host states towards 

displaced persons, particularly with regard to access to healthcare, adequate accommodation, and, 

where necessary, means of subsistence. 

This thesis examines the incorporation of these obligations into the legal order of the Czech 

Republic. It follows the traditional pillar structure of the Czech social security system and, on this 

basis, analyses the development of the legal status of Ukrainian nationals within the individual 

subsystems of social security from 2022 until the submission of the thesis. Using an analytical 

approach, the study confronts the adopted legal framework with obligations arising from European 

Union law as well as with the existing framework of Czech social security law. Particular attention 

is devoted to specific legal instruments adopted in connection with the provision of temporary 

protection. The thesis also addresses the situation of persons who became displaced as a 

consequence of the Russian aggression but who are not entitled to temporary protection under the 

applicable legal framework. Furthermore, attention is paid to the transition of certain beneficiaries 

of temporary protection to a special long-term residence permit and their future position within the 

Czech social security system. 

In the second, empirical part of the thesis, the practical effects of the adopted legal 

framework are examined through a qualitative analysis of three case studies involving persons 

who were forced to leave Ukraine and found temporary refuge in the Czech Republic. The case 

studies were selected in order to capture different forms of vulnerability among refugees, including 

situations where multiple vulnerabilities occur simultaneously. Based on these case studies, the 

thesis traces the legislative development of the social security framework for beneficiaries of 

temporary protection, compares the granted financial support with the actual costs of living in the 

Czech Republic, and identifies potential systemic shortcomings. 

In conclusion, the thesis evaluates the compatibility of the measures adopted by the Czech 

legislator with the existing legal framework, highlights solutions that function effectively in 

practice, and points out potential problematic aspects of the current legal regulation. 
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