Legal Regulation of Invertebrate Species Protection

Abstract

This master's thesis deals with the legal framework for the protection of wild invertebrates.
Although representing a dominant component of life on Earth and providing indispensable
services as ecosystem engineers, this heterogeneous group is currently facing an alarming
decline. Due to habitat loss, intensive agriculture, and climate change, invertebrate populations

exhibit predominantly negative trends.

The thesis aims to provide a comprehensive overview of the applicable legal regulation at the
international, European, and national levels. It includes an analysis of selected legal instruments

and identifies potential shortcomings regarding their practical application.

At the international level, the text examines the conventions forming the foundations of
biodiversity protection: the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) applying an ecosystem
approach, the Bern Convention linking species and territorial protection in Europe, and the

Washington Convention (CITES) regulating international trade.

Focusing on European law, alongside the traditional Habitats and Birds Directives forming the
Natura 2000 network, attention is paid to newer legislative initiatives. The Nature Restoration
Law and pollinator protection strategies represent a clear shift towards the functional protection

of entire ecosystems.

Within Czech national legislation, the core subject is Act No. 114/1992 Coll., on Nature and
Landscape Protection. The thesis examines general and special species protection, alongside
the territorial protection system. Special attention is given to protected area management and
the importance of data verification in information systems (NDOP) for administrative decision-

making.

The thesis concludes that effective invertebrate protection requires a shift from isolating

individual specimens to comprehensively protecting habitats and local populations. This



development, evident in current de lege ferenda proposals, must be systematically linked to

targeted data collection and capacity building.
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