Abstract

Comparative Analysis of the Legal Regulations of Active Procedural Standing for Filing

Class Actions in the Czech Republic and the Italian Republic

This thesis focuses on the analysis of legal regulations governing active procedural standing to
file class actions, comparing Czech and Italian legislation. Its main objective is to introduce a
new institution that was introduced into the Czech legal system only a few years ago. The
adoption of the Act on Class Actions represents a very significant change in the Czech legal
environment. Until recently, collective protection of rights was not regulated, and although
Italian legislators have been familiar with and using it for more than 15 years, it is not a well-

established institution in continental law.

The individual chapters of this thesis focus on specific areas of active legal standing that may
cause problems or be unclear in practice. First, the thesis deals with key terminology and
European legislation, as it is EU law that is currently leading the way in the regulation of
collective protection of individuals. The thesis then analyses active procedural standing under
current Czech law, focusing on controversial issues such as the nature of the qualified entities
active procedural standing, the nature of the procedural community of qualified entities, the
conditions for qualified entities, and secondary intervention. The Italian legislation is analyzed
in the thesis both in terms of the implemented Directive and in terms of the previous legislation,

which today forms the second track of collective rights protection.

The conclusion of this paper is devoted to a comparison of the two legal systems described
above. It can be said that while the Italian system has been established for a long time and has
integrated its previous experience into clear procedural rules, the Czech system is still in its
initial phase, characterized by gaps in certain areas. The actual effectiveness of the chosen
model will only be tested in future practice, which will have to bridge gaps in areas such as
secondary intervention and the limits of protection of the rights of the parties involved, so that
the purpose of the Directive is fulfilled — namely, to strengthen the position of the weaker party

in civil proceedings.
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