
Abstract 

The presented doctoral thesis addresses the concept of so-called market towns in the 13th century. 

Its objective was to provide a comprehensive summary of this topic through an interdisciplinary 

approach that incorporates archaeology, history, and other fields. The theme was considered on two 

levels. The first level involved an in-depth analysis of the exemplary site "Staré město" near Žďár 

nad Sázavou, which was the only location of this kind to have undergone substantial archaeological 

excavation, complemented by information from written sources. Additionally, the site was 

considered in a broader context, facilitating the reconstruction of the regional historical 

development that significantly influenced the establishment of this type of regional centers. The 

second level of analysis involved a comprehensive research of the central markets. The objective 

was to clarify terminology, analyse the findings from archaeological research, translate, etc. The 

initial step included gathering data from written sources, archaeological research, and related 

literature. To enhance clarity, the data were processed using an MS Access database and 

subsequently evaluated using statistical and spatial methods. In some instances, the data were 

mutually compared, especially regarding data from written sources and archaeological research. 

Based on the realised steps, we successfully created a comprehensive depiction of the locality "Staré 

město" near Žďár nad Sázavou and reconstructed its connections to both immediate and broader 

surroundings. The immediate surrounding area was considered the economic background, which 

comprised connections used on a daily basis, such as a monastery, raw material resources, etc. The 

broader surrounding region encompassed an area up to 33 km distant, accessible by a one-day walk 

without the possibility of returning the same day. In this thesis, we have successfully conducted a 

comprehensive analysis of the topic of central markets in the 13th century within the Czech lands. 

The submitted work represents only a basis for further exploration of central markets. Having 

obtained the maximum information from existing written sources, it is now essential to pursue 

additional investigative methods, including archaeology and historical research on regional 

development. 

 


