Abstract

This research explores misogynist extremism within the incel (involuntary celibate) online
discussion forum, incels.is, a group linked to online misogyny and violent acts of terrorism. It
conceptualizes incel ideology as misogynist extremism, defining it as a gender essentialist
belief that categorizes society into impermeable in-groups and out-groups based on sex
assigned at birth, using misogynistic arguments to create a narrative of threat from the out-
group, thus necessitating hostile action. This framework highlights the role of misogyny in
extremism, terrorism, and violence, explicitly linking it to a cisgenderist hetero-patriarchal
gender order. The research employs various methodologies, including computationally-
assisted discourse analysis using a word2vec model, to study discourses around gender-
diverse identities, non-heterosexual sexualities, and feminism. It also utilizes social network
analysis (auto-logistic actor attribute

model) to understand communication patterns that predict misogynist extremism among
incels. Furthermore, a multi-perspective exploration using a topic model (BERTopic) and
established computational measures for toxicity and misogyny examines the longitudinal
trends in extremist content and the impact of the COVID-19 lockdown on the radicalization

of this online community.



