
Abstract in English 

This thesis examines the state system of France during the Consulate and the First 

French Empire (1799–1815) under Napoleon Bonaparte. Its goal is to analyze the 

development of the legal and institutional framework of the French state in this pivotal period, 

which fundamentally influenced the formation of the modern continental legal system. The 

work focuses on key reforms in the administrative, judicial, economic and other spheres 

through which Napoleon reshaped the French state by blending revolutionary ideals with 

authoritarian elements. 

To achieve these aims, the thesis primarily employs a descriptive method 

supplemented by an institutional-legal approach. The research is based on the study of 

scholarly literature, particularly English-language sources, and contemporary legislative acts, 

through which the legal and institutional framework of France in 1799–1815 is reconstructed 

and the impacts of Napoleonic reforms on French society and European legal systems are 

evaluated. 

The thesis is structured into four main parts. The introductory part outlines the 

historical background – characterizing the Old Regime, the course of the French Revolution, 

and the circumstances of Napoleon's rise to power. The second part analyzes the Consulate 

period after the coup of 18 Brumaire 1799, which ended the instability of the revolutionary 

era, and describes key reforms in public administration, judiciary, religious policy, and 

economics. The third part examines the transformation from Consulate to Empire and 

analyzes constitutional changes. The final part focuses in detail on Napoleonic codifications, 

especially the Civil Code, their social impact, and long-term influence on European legal 

systems. 

The analysis shows that Napoleon Bonaparte fundamentally transformed the French 

state and laid many foundations for the modern administrative and legal system. The 

Napoleonic regime successfully combined certain revolutionary ideas (such as equality before 

the law and the secularization of law) with the demand for stability and effective governance. 

This resulted in a professionalized, centralized administration and a comprehensive 

codification of law that endured long after 1815 in France and many other European 

countries. The Civil Code became an inspiration for numerous legal systems and remains one 

of the cornerstones of continental law. On the other hand, Napoleonic rule significantly 

curtailed political freedoms and concentrated power in the hands of a single individual. 



Overall, the state system of Napoleonic France represented a unique synthesis of 

revolutionary ideals and authoritarian governance, whose influence on the formation of the 

modern state and law is indisputable. 


