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Address the following questions in your report, please:

a) Can you recognize an original contribution of the author?

b) Is the thesis based on relevant references?

c) Is the thesis defendable at your home institution or another respected institution where you
gave lectures?

d) Do the results of the thesis allow their publication in a respected economic journal?

e) Are there any additional major comments on what should be improved?

f) What is your overall assessment of the thesis? (a) I recommend the thesis for defense
without substantial changes, (b) the thesis can be defended after revision indicated in my
comments, (c¢) not-defendable in this form.

(Note: The report should be at least 2 pages long.)

The thesis presents significant contributions structured around two key themes with important
policy implications. First, it provides accurate social cost estimates for obesity and smoking—
either pioneering such analysis for the Czech Republic or substantially expanding upon limited
existing literature. Second, it offers the first Czech investigation into the procyclicality of
statutory health insurance revenues. Both themes are critically important for evidence-based
policymaking, as they provide economic foundations for healthcare planning, resource
allocation, and fiscal preparedness in the health sector. This research addresses a critical gap in
Czech health economics literature and will substantially inform national health policy while

providing valuable data for international comparative analysis.

All three chapters have already secured publication in prestigious journals. In my assessment,
this dissertation would meet the standards for the defence at my institution, the University of

Technology Sydney.



The revised version of the thesis addresses all my comments from the pre-defence fully and
satisfactorily. I recommend that the thesis proceed to defence without requiring substantial

revisions.

Introduction

The Introduction offers a clear and compelling explanation for why these topics need study. I
appreciate how the author develops a separate section to present methodological frameworks
for calculating illness costs and then explains and justifies their chosen method. This makes the

work much easier for readers to understand and follow.

Chapter 1. Economic Burden of Obesity in the Czech Republic.

This chapter represents a thorough and well-executed estimation of the economic burden of
obesity in the Czech Republic. It presents a compelling account of the problem, underscoring
the obesity challenge in both the Czech Republic and globally, followed by a comprehensive
literature review, an appropriately selected methodology, a clear analytical framework, and a
thorough sensitivity analysis that strengthens the reliability of the findings. The comparative
discussion of the thesis findings with those of the OECD study is well-executed, providing a
convincing explanation for the differences in the estimates. The discussion of data limitations

is also appropriately thorough.

I appreciate the author’s effort in restructuring the content to create a clearer distinction between
the statement of the problem (obesity trends) and the review of the literature estimating the
costs of obesity. I also value the additional methodological details—particularly the
consideration of lifestyle factors—and the expanded discussion of the methodology’s
limitations, both of which improved my understanding. I also appreciate the thoughtful response
to my comment about extrapolating costs to the uninsured population and the structure of the
data set used to estimate the absenteeism costs. Including these additional details in the thesis

has improved its readability for international readers and will enhance its impact.



Chapter 2. Economic burden of smoking in the Czech Republic.

This chapter estimates the economic burden of smoking in the Czech Republic. The literature
review is comprehensive, the methodology is well-chosen, and the analytical framework is
clear. The chapter includes extensive sensitivity analyses, in-depth discussion of differences
with other Czech studies, and explanations for these discrepancies. I appreciate how, in the
revised thesis, the connections between the methodologies used in Chapters 1 and 2 are made
clearer and the differences are well justified. The newly added discussion of the policy
implications of the first two chapters is highly informative and will help strengthen the

research’s overall impact.

Chapter 3. Business cycle sensitivity of Statutory Health Insurance: Evidence from the
Czech Republic.

This chapter addresses an important topic by examining whether social insurance fund revenues
are pro-cyclical or counter-cyclical. It is a well-motivated, well-executed and well-written
chapter. The revised version offers a more detailed description of the empirical analysis,
providing clearer explanations of the model selection choices made. The newly added section
on counterfactual policy simulation is a significant improvement, effectively translating the
econometric analysis into valuable policy insights by applying the model to assess the impact

of a recession on SHI revenues and the funding gap.

I recommend this thesis for defence without changes. Great work!
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