
Abstract (in English) 

This bachelor‘s thesis centers on understanding phraseological units in the context of the 

Unified Entrance Examination in the Czech language at secondary schools. Phrases, as 

established word combinations with figurative expressions, represent a specific component of 

the language system, the understanding of which requires a higher level of linguist ic 

competence. Since phraseology is not systematically developed in school education, yet it 

appears in entrance tests, the paper aims to investigate whether pupils understand these 

expressions. 

The aim of this thesis is therefore to identify the phrases used in the CERMAT tests and to 

analyse the level of understanding of these expressions among pupils in grades 8 and 9. A sub-

objective is also to investigate possible links between the frequency of exposure to phrases in 

different settings and targeted preparation for the entrance exams with pupils' achievement. 

Two main methods were employed to test these hypotheses: a content analysis of public ly 

available tests from 2020 to 2024 and curriculum documents, and a questionnaire survey of 

second-grade primary school students. The questionnaire included both open-ended and closed-

ended tasks focusing on the knowledge of phrases and was supplemented with questions 

investigating pupils' experience of these linguistic devices in different contexts. 

The results showed that phraseological units form a stable part of the test tasks. It turned out 

that a significant number of students do not understand these units sufficiently – phrases are 

often misinterpreted or remain unrecognized. Pupils' answers in the questionnaire tasks show 

that phraseological competence is underdeveloped in many of them. 

The main contribution of the paper is to point out the underdeveloped phraseologica l 

competence of pupils and to suggest that phraseology should be consistently and systematica lly 

integrated into Czech language teaching. The results can serve as an inspiration for teachers 

when planning lessons and creating instructional materials. The work also opens space for 

further research, especially focusing on the influence of the cultural, social, and media 

environment on the acquisition of phraseological units. 

 


