
Abstract 

This thesis explores the development, function, and cultural role of firearms during 

Japan’s Tokugawa period (1603-1868). Although commonly believed that the peaceful era 

led to the decline of military technology, in reality firearms did not vanish from society or 

military training. Even without major conflicts, guns continued to be produced, refined, 

and adapted to new conditions. Besides the samurai, lower classes such as peasants 

used them for hunting, giving firearms a new social dimension. This thesis focuses on the 

design, manufacture, and modification of arquebuses, cannons, and other firearms, as 

well as their place in a peaceful society. Its aim is to reassess the notion of a „decline“ in 

firearms and demonstrate their ongoing relevance in Tokugawa-era culture. 


