
Lucie Šrámková´s B.A. thesis – report written by the opponent 

      Ms. Šrámková´s B.A. thesis, Souhern Gothic and the Uncanny: 

Nature Symbolism in William Faulkner´s As I Lay Dying and Cormac 

McCarthy´s Blood Meridian, is, as the title indicates, an ambitious 

attempt to show some of the connections between those two 

writers. Since there is a general agreement that McCarthy was, at 

least at some time during his artistic career, hugely influenced by 

William Faulkner, Ms. Šrámková understandably starts her discussion 

with As I Lay Dying, and here, I have to ask my first question: While 

her choice is perfectly legitimate, why exactly this novel, and not e.g. 

Light in August?  

      Ms. Šrámková´s main argument is both fluent and persuasive, but 

I did notice a few minor problems. The way I see it, Jewell is not a 

„stepson“, but an illegitimate child, his father was not a „pastor“, but 

a minister, and doctor Peabody should not be referred to as Dr. 

Peabody. Plus, I believe that the symbol of the buzzards does not 

have a personal meaning only; is it not rather universal? 

      Ms. Šrámková´s interpretation of Blood Meridian, then, relies on 

the so-called optical democracy, and in my humble opinion borders 

on ecocritical reading. While this is certainly a valid way of 

approaching McCarthy´work (see e.g. Kateřina Kovářová´s doctoral 

dissertation submitted just this very year), I think that it also moves 

the focus of the thesis away from its title, promising a text devoted 

primarily to Southern Gothic. And yes, there is, once I consider 

quotes like „animals… comprehensive natural mirrors of 

incomprehensible human realities“ or „these animal symbols mirror 

humanity´s base instincts“ (emphasis mine), a space for a relevant 

discussion in this direction. 

      I was also slightly disappointed by Ms. Šrámková´s last chapter. 

Probably she was in a rush, but the way I read it she is just summing 

up, not really commenting on the sources she has used, evaluating 



her own contribution, or pointing out the possibilities for further 

research. There must have been something rather specific she could 

have concluded with…. 

            This being the case, I am suggesting the following grade: velmi 

dobře/very good. I have to admit, though, that the final critical 

comments may be, given my own academic interests, too harsh. The 

final result thus depends on the review of the supervisor and Ms. 

Šrámková´s performance during the oral defense, and I can be 

persuaded to change my mind. 
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