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Overall evaluation of the formal aspects: 0-10 7.7

The writing is generally fluent and readable, with appropriate academic 

tone. Minor issues include occasional awkward phrasing, redundancy, 

and inconsistent sentence structure, which could be smoothed with 

more rigorous editing.

The bibliography is substantial and relevant. Referencing in the text is 

mostly consistent, but there are occasional inconsistencies in 

formatting and completeness (e.g., missing page numbers in some 

citations, uneven use of italics).
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The thesis has a clearly defined field-relevant goal and research 

question and clearly answers these
8 1

Research design/methodology and their systematic and effective 

application
9 1

Quality and relative completeness of the literature (sources),  the ability 

to work critically with the sources
9 1
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Depth of argumentation and persuasiveness of conclusions 8 1
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Formal aspects 7.7 1
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In  case of evaluating a sub-part with 10 or 5 or less, provide a brief comment 
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The thesis addresses a relevant and timely research question, though it 

is neither original nor highly innovative. The scope is broad, spanning 

from defining Russian strategic culture to applying the concept to the 

failure of the 2022 invasion of Ukraine. 

The literature review is rich and competent, covering both Russian 

strategic behaviour and the development of strategic culture 

scholarship, and identifying gaps in existing research. The theoretical 

framework is clear and the methodological plan well-structured. 

The analysis is comprehensive, mapping the actors, institutions, and 

beliefs shaping Russian strategic culture and linking them to the 

culturally conditioned approach to Ukraine. The section on the 

invasion’s failure is detailed and convincing, though the focus on 

strategic culture weakens before returning in the conclusion. The final 

argument—that incoherent strategic cultures risk failure and should be 

studied for internal coherence as well as content—is persuasive. 

While the thesis does not break new ground, it offers systematic and 

well-substantiated reasoning. As a discussion point, the author could 

consider whether Russian strategic culture has since adapted. Despite 

some language and referencing deficiencies, this is a solid and 

competently executed piece of research.
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