Abstract

This thesis aims to analyze the strategic behavior of the Russian Federation during the initial phase
of the 2022 invasion of Ukraine through the lens of strategic culture. In doing so, it investigates how
deeply embedded beliefs, institutional narratives, and doctrinal traditions shaped the Kremlin’s
perception of the conflict and informed its military planning. The research is based on a qualitative
methodology, relying on discourse analysis of primary sources such as public speeches by Russian
political and military elites, official doctrinal texts, and strategic planning documents. Secondary
academic literature is used to contextualize the findings and triangulate the interpretation of strategic
choices. Particular attention is given to the period between February and early March 2022, when the
Russian military faced its most visible operational failures. The aim is to identify how Russia’s
strategic culture—understood as a socially transmitted and historically constituted set of beliefs—
contributed to the misalignment between political intentions and operational outcomes. Emphasis is
placed on the persistence of imperial narratives, the role of autocratic governance, and the internal
structure of the security elite. By doing so, this thesis highlights the relevance of ideational factors in

understanding Russia’s conduct in war, moving beyond material or personalist explanations.



