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Abstract 

This thesis deals with the institution of open prisons as an alternative form of imprisonment. 

Its aim is to introduce this model, which is still not very widespread in the Czech Republic, and to 

offer an objective description of it through a critical analysis. The thesis is divided into a theoretical 

and a practical part. The theoretical part of the thesis focuses on imprisonment, its purpose and 

status, as well as the issue of the treatment of prisoners and the types of prisons in the Czech 

Republic. It then defines the concepts of treatment programs and post-penitentiary care. The thesis 

first deals with open prisons at a general level, examining their origins, definition, and 

characteristics, and then focuses in more detail on the only open prison in the Czech prison system, 

the Jiřice Open Prison. The thesis focuses on the Jiřice Open Prison in terms of its establishment, 

objectives, and conditions for the placement of convicts. Attention is paid not only to the criteria 

and contraindications for placement, but also to the individual phases of treatment, staffing, 

capacity, accommodation, security measures, and the employment of convicts there. For the 

practical part of the thesis, convicts currently serving prison sentences at the Jiřice Open Prison 

were approached and asked, through a questionnaire survey, about their perceptions of serving a 

prison sentence in a prison that, at first glance, appears to be a facility with a more relaxed regime, 

but at the same time emphasizes the fulfillment of specifically defined obligations. The aim of the 

research is to refute or confirm the characteristics of the Jiřice Open Prison described in the 

theoretical part and, at the same time, to diversify and enrich the work with the observations of the 

convicts themselves. Overall, the thesis contributes to a deeper understanding of the enforcement 

of prison sentences in a specific and, for many, unknown type of prison, such as an open prison. 

In conclusion, the thesis points to the appropriateness and justification of building more open 

prisons in the Czech Republic, provided that the pitfalls outlined above are taken into account. 
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