
 

 

 

Abstract:  

This thesis examines the strategies of destigmatization applied by civil society 

organizations focused on supporting people at risk of domestic violence. The aim of the 

thesis is to understand whether and how these organisations apply strategies aimed at 

reducing the stigma associated with domestic violence, and how they adapt them to different 

target actors - clients, professionals, the general public and other institutions. In doing so, 

the thesis focuses on mapping the strategies that actually exist, rather than on normative 

ideals. The theoretical part links the concepts of stigma, destigmatization strategies and the 

role of civil society organizations. The research was conducted as a qualitative multi-case 

study and is based on the perspective of the organizations. The results show that the selected 

organisations apply a variety of strategies across levels - from direct work with clients, to 

professional development within the organisation, to public education and interdisciplinary 

cooperation. The work provides insights into the role that civil society organizations can play 

as actors in society. 
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