Abstract

In the following paper I will examine education and upbringing methods in selected
French philosophers of the 18" century. In the first part I will focus on the work of madame de
Genlis. I will mainly base my work on Adéle et Théodore, ou, Lettres sur l'éducation, in which
she discusses the education of two young children up to the age of twenty-two. Throughout the
three-volume book she traces their upbringing, education, and teaches them virtue, morality
and social life. I will supplement this work with selected plays from Thédtre a l'usage des jeunes
personnes, which describes problems of society, but also discuss morality, religion, virtue and
education, while drawing on La Religion considerée comme [ unique base du Bonheur et de la
Veritable Philosophie. In the second part of the thesis, I will examine the work of Jean-Jacques
Rousseau, specifically his book Emile, ou De I'éducation. In this book he deals with education
of his imaginary student, whom we follow from infancy to the time of his marriage. Here the
author focuses on the teaching of speech and the senses, but also on the teaching of virtue,
morality, and later on the introduction to faith and the preparation for marriage. In the last
section he describes the teaching of girls and Emil’s preparation for marriage with Sophie. Not
only are the educational and upbringing methods of these author different, each has a different
view of philosophy and they attracted quite different readers. Therefor, in the last section, I will
compare their educational and upbringing methods, their view on learning language, history,
art, as well as on marriage and goals of their education.



