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Comments of the referee on the thesis highlights and shortcomings (following the four 
numbered aspects of your assessment indicated below). 
 
1) Contribution and argument:  
 
The thesis is devoted to an interesting, relevant and topical theme. The reader is well-oriented in the 
text and it is clear throughout what and why the author is dealing with it. Thanks to a wide range of 
sources (see their criticism below), the author managed to offer the reader a broadly conceived 
(perhaps unnecessarily broad) historical introduction to the geopolitics of the Bay of Bengal. He then 
presents an informed and "sculpturesque" picture of the current state and expresses arguments and 
substantiated conclusions. 
 
2) Theoretical and methodological framework: 
 
Passages discussing the theoretical basis and methodological approach are present in the text of the 
thesis. Although they are discussed briefly, it is clear how and why the author wants to approach his 
thesis. 
 
3) Sources and literature:  
 
The author has undoubtedly collected a large number of relevant sources. However, for better clarity, 
the sources should be divided into categories (primary, secondary, etc.). Given the academic nature 
of the text, I would have expected a higher representation of works from the academic environment. 
 
4) Manuscript form and structure:  
 
Fine. I very positively appreciate the number of maps, diagrams and graphs that make the text more 
understandable. 
 
5) Quality of presentation 
 
Fine. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CATEGORY POINTS 
Contribution (research quality, analysis, and conclusions)    (max. 40 points) 30 
 Theoretical and methodological framework                            (max. 25 points) 20 
Sources and literature                                                              (max. 10 points) 8 
Manuscript form and structure                                                (max. 15 points) 12 
Quality of presentation (grammar, style, coherence)              (max. 10 points) 8 
TOTAL POINTS                                                                  (max. 100 points) 78 

The proposed grade (A-B-C-D-E-F) C  

 
Suggested questions for the defence are:  
 
 
 
 
 
I recommend the thesis for final defence.  

___________________________ 
Referee Signature 

 
 
 
Overall grading scheme at FSV UK: 

TOTAL POINTS GRADE Quality standard 

91 – 100 A = outstanding (high honor) 
81 – 90 B = superior (honor) 
71 – 80 C = good 
61 – 70 D = satisfactory  

51 – 60 E = low pass at a margin of failure 

0 – 50 F = failing. The thesis is not recommended for defence.  
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