Abstract

This thesis examines the geopolitical significance of the Bay of Bengal region and the
Andaman Sea, with a particular focus on the role of major powers within the broader Indo-
Pacific framework, and specifically on India's role. Grounded in geopolitical theory and
official documents, this thesis applied exploratory and comparative case studies methods to
analyse the strategic interests of the major powers such as the US, India and China in the
Indo-Pacific region. It also examines India's foreign policy, maritime strategy, strategic
interests, and regional cooperation, and identifies the key strategic interests motivating
India's geopolitical activities in the Bay of Bengal region. This thesis concludes that the
strategic interests of the major powers make the Bay of Bengal region as one of the pivot
areas of the Indo-Pacific region, and on the other hand, focusing on the Bay of Bengal and
Andaman Sea could be crucial in attaining influence in the Indian Ocean region for the
major powers, especially for India. It further argues that the geopolitical significance of the
Bay of Bengal region still depends on three factors: the role of India, which aligns with the
strategic interests of major powers, and the institutional mechanisms of the regional

organisation.
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