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Celkové zhodnoceni prace (véetné kritickych vyhrad):

This thesis presents a well-structured and thoughtful ecocritical reading of Mary Shelley's 1818 novel
Frankenstein. The theoretical section demonstrates a strong grasp of classic and recent scholarship in its
introduction of ecocriticism, describing its emergence and development (its 'waves'), as well as core concepts such
as anthropocentrism vs. biocentrism. The novel is also effectively contextualised historically, with particular
attention paid to the influence of the so-called "Year Without a Summer” (1816) and Romantic ecological
awareness ('green Romanticism'). The practical part covers a range of issues, analysing, for example, the various
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roles nature plays in the novel, e.g., as sanctuary, destructive force, and mirror of human emotion. It also considers
the role of the weather, the sublime, and also the creature's relationship to nature, as well as some of its
characteristics, e.g., its vegetarianism and marginalised position. The creature’s marginal position is very
interestingly connected to the issue of environmental justice. The introduction of an ecofeminist perspective,
aiming to show that the novel also critiques patriarchal dominance, further shows how environmental and social
themes are intertwined when taking an ecocritical approach — ‘an interdisciplinary enterprise’ (p. 9).

The practical and theoretical parts are generally well integrated, though at points, more explicit links would have
benefitted the overall coherence, e.g. the concept of the pastoral is discussed at length in the sub-chapter 1.3.1
and only has one brief mention in the practical part. And at times, the analysis risks repeating narrative content
rather than further deepening theoretical implications. The breadth of topics explored across both parts of the
thesis contributes to its richness of content, although at times the sheer number of subjects results in some being
addressed rather perfunctorily. But overall, this is a very well-researched and thoughtful thesis that successfully
fulfils its ambition to "show how Frankenstein reflects core themes and motifs" (p. 34) of ecocriticism. The
author marshals a substantial number of concepts very skilfully and intelligently and the language is clear and
expressive, though at times the hint of Al paraphrasing adds an unwelcome sheen over the raw, original thinking.

Témata a naméty k diskusi pri obhajobé

1. On discussing the wilderness on p. 12, the author writes (presumably paraphrasing Garrard) that
“scholars like Croton and DeLancy attempt to approach this concept in nuanced and innovative ways*.
She mentions the work of Croton, but DeLancy is not mentioned further. Could she briefly summarise his
approach?

2. On p. 16 the author quotes Philips as saying that “[t]here is no evidence to suggest that Mary Shelley was
concerned with industrialisation at all”. Does the author agree with this view? Or can she see any ways in
which it could be argued that (though not explicitly) the novel does critique aspects of industrialisation?
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