
Abstract 
 
 The objective of this diploma thesis is to render a comprehensive analysis of licence 
contracts in two countries – the Czech Republic and England and Wales. The effort to 
highlight differences between the two scrutinized jurisdictions and related criticism are the 
most important methods applied in this work and, hopefully, the most recognizable benefits of 
it. 
 The thesis consists of a short introduction, followed by four descriptive chapters and 
author's subjective conclusions. The introductory part presents methods of research used 
throughout the work and implicitly hints what can the reader except when studying this 
diploma thesis. 
 The first chapter splits into two mutually linked subchapters. The first one defines the 
very term licence, its etymology and classification. The following subchapter describes 
general characteristics of intellectual property, a crucial topic to licence contracts and thus 
indirectly to this thesis. 
 This thesis promises a comparison of two legal systems and the second chapter fulfils 
this aim. Consisting of two additionally divided subchapters, the author engages in an analysis 
of the copyright and patent law respectively. Both examined intellectual property rights are 
looked at via optics of Czech, British and European intellectual property law. 
 After being familiarized with two typical intellectual property rights, the third chapter 
focuses on the core subject of the thesis, licence agreements. After a subchapter elaborating 
on licence contracts rationales, two subchapters illustrating Czech and British licence 
agreements respectively follow. 
 The forth chapter takes a step aside from licencing while introducing two related 
subjects. Firstly, franchise agreements are addressed, pinpointing common and alien features. 
Secondly, transfer of copyright under the Czech and British law gets attention. 
 The final chapter is based on the previous analytic findings, summarizing those under 
the author's personal preferences. Beside comparison of distinctions between the two 
scrutinized jurisdictions, suggestions towards future amendments are presented. 


