
This survey deals with the geopolitical position of Syria in the first half of the
20th century and tries to find answers to the question why and how did today's Syria come to
its existence. Since this state could be, to some extent, thought to be artificial, and its territory
largely deformed, this works focuses on the process of territorial shaping of Syria in its
current borders, which took place under rivalry of the British and French imperialism and
antagonist ideologies of local separatism, Arab nationalism, pan-Syrianism and pan-Arabism.
The time frame of this study is defined by the beginning of the 20th century and the end of the
World War II which roughly coincides with the final stage ofthe French mandate over Syria
and its admission to the United Nations.
The survey consists of se ven chapters copying the time line of the S yrian history in the
first half of the 20th century, with the exception of the first chapter, which deals with the
definition of Syria and geographical Greater Syria and the delimitation of the contemporary
borders in the area. Nex:t chapters are reflecting milestones of the contemporary history of
Syria (i.e. the end of the Ottoman rule, the beginning and the end of the Syrian Kingdom of
Emir Faisal, the Great Syrian Revolt, the French-Syrian Agreement of 1936 and others). The
primary focus is directed at the description and analysis of the processes related to the
territorial and administrative development of Syria. Relatively large space is also dedicated to
the parallel development in the regional and international political situation, as long as this
development had an impact on the events in Syria through the involvement of mandatory
powers. In addition to the description of the historical events this survey also investigates the
development of the quickly changing identities of the inhabitants of Syria, as the adoption of
these identities was closely related to the expansi on of various ideological trends.


