Abstract

This bachelor thesis deals with the issue of anti-Roma racism in the specific context of the
eastern Slovakian municipality of Medzev, which is unique due to its historically multi-ethnic
population. Alongside the majority Slovak population, two significant minorities live here — the
Roma and the Carpathian Germans, known as the Mantaks. The thesis critically reflects on the
dominant discourse about the harmonious coexistence of the two minorities and questions the
ways in which this reality is presented. Based on qualitative field research, based primarily on
interviews with the local Roma population belonging to the middle socioeconomic class, it
examines not only the ways in which racism manifests itself in everyday life, but also the
strategies by which the Roma respond to it. Their voices are a key element of this work, as it is
through their testimonies that experiences of discrimination in several areas are revealed and
analysed, including access to public services, employment, and education, as well as
opportunities to use public space. The work is theoretically grounded in a postcolonial approach
and the concept of structural racism, which, in addition to providing insight into the everyday
experiences of specific participants, allows for an understanding of anti-Roma racism as a
structural and institutional process that is deeply rooted in society. Special attention is also paid
to the mechanisms of racialization, through which Roma identities are marginalized even in
cases where they fulfil the expectations of the majority society in terms of socioeconomic
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