
Abstract

This thesis introduces the case of Czech-Taiwan relations after 1989 through the lens 

of ontological security. It investigates the ideational underpinnings of Czech foreign 

policy toward Taiwan. This research aims to understand how the legacy of dissent in 

Czech history shaped their worldview and overcame the liminal ambiguity of Central 

Europe, which induced its anxiety and longing for Western self-identification. Using a 

critical constructivist and poststructuralist framework, the thesis traces how Czech 

identity, especially the legacy of dissent, democratic transition, and liminal geopolitical 

positioning between East and West, has influenced Czech foreign policy discourse. This 

thesis argues that the pro-Taiwan discourse was an act to reaffirm the Western 

civilizational affinity for the center-right political actors amidst the diplomatic disputes 

with China. Taiwan as a distant yet similar Other provides a way to escape ideological 

liminality and enhance the liberal views of the world. This thesis contributes to 

expanding ontological security studies and underscores the significance of ideational 

factors in international relations.
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