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1. KNOWLEDGE AND CONNECTION TO THE FIELD
(relevance of the research question, research objective, literature review):

Maria Ziaja’s MA dissertation discusses the question of the role of steppes in the collective imaginary
of Ukrainian national identity. With careful historical contextualization, the author situates this question
within the contemporary context of Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine, seeking to unravel the
relationship between war, landscape, and national identity. The thesis addresses not only fundamentally
relevant but also understudied questions, such as how the war affects the natural patrimony and how
this, in turn, influences the reconstruction of national identity.

The dissertation follows a logical line of analysis, developed around a clearly stated research question.
The state-of-the-art review is extensive, and the author successfully situates her work within the existing
scholarship on the subject.

2. ANALYSIS
(methodology, argument, theoretical backing, appropriate work with sources):

In order to address the complexity of the subject, the author employs a mixed methodology that
successfully combines literary anthropology with discourse analysis. She draws on a wide range of
sources, including cultural and literary works, as well as various contemporary materials, from formal
texts to personal accounts. The analysis presented in the thesis is firmly grounded in environmental
and anthropological theories, clearly demonstrating the links between national identity and the
environment.

3. CONCLUSIONS
(persuasiveness, link between data and conclusions, achievement of research objectives):

The arguments presented in the thesis are presented in logical, chronology-based order, starting with
historical contextualisation and meaning towards contemporary context, that focuses on the impact of
war on Ukrainian steppes. The conclusions appropriately encapsulate the analysis, offering a clear
structure and summarizing the key theses of the work.

4. FORMAL ASPECTS AND LANGUAGE
(appropriate language, adherence to academic standards, citation style, layout):

The thesis meets all formal criteria foe MA thesis. It is written in high quality English. Citation and layout
are correct.

5. SUMMARY ASSESSMENT
(strong and weak point of the dissertation, other issues)

This is by far one of the best MA theses | have had the pleasure of reading. The dissertation addresses
an important issue, is thoroughly researched, well contextualized, and appropriately situated within the
relevant theoretical debates. It is also well written, with an engaging style.
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GRADE CONVERSION MA EPS

Percentile Prague Krakow Leiden Barcelona
A (91-100) 91-100 % 4,51-5,00 8.0-10 9-10
B (81-90) 81-90 % 4,21-4,50 7.5-7.9 8-8.9
C (71-80) 71-80 % 3,71-4,20 7-7,9
7-7.4
6.5-6.9
D (61-70) 61-70 % 3,21-3,7 6-6,9
E (51-60) 51-60 % 3,00-3,20 6-6.4 5-5,9

Assessment criteria:

Excellent (A): ‘Outstanding performance with only minor errors’;

Very good (B): ‘Above the average standard but with some errors’;
Good (C): ‘Generally sound work but with a number of notable errors’;
Satisfactory (D): ‘Fair but with significant shortcomings’;

Sufficient (E): ‘Performance meets the minimum criteria’;

Fail: ‘Some/considerable more work required before the credit can be awarded’.




