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Comments from Defence Committee on Student Defence 

1. Given your theoretical assumptions, what was making you think that (a) certification in the 
case of the Council of Europe MIGHT replicate such logics, and (b) that “institutional 
experience and strategic networking capabilities” are the key to outcomes? 

 
2. Your thesis lays emphasis on: 

 
(i) Systemic exclusion: that “in many cases, territories that would theoretically be eligible to apply 
do not participate at all. This lack of participation is, in fact, a form of systemic exclusion”  and  
 
(ii) Systemic bias: that “regions with weaker governance tend to fail more often” 
 
What proof do you have of (i)? And indeed does your methodology allow you to argue in favour of 
(ii)? 
 

3. Why do regions seek these certifications to begin with? What are the economic benefits of 
doing so? 

 
4. Is it meaningful to distinguish between submitted and successful applications?  

 
5. How valid is the comparison with EU structural funds?  

 
6. Can you explain the logic by which you chose your two final case studies? 
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