
In recent years, increasing attention has been paid to the functioning of recognition mechanisms
at the supranational level, with particular reference to instruments such as the UNESCO World
Heritage List and European structural funds. This thesis contributes to this debate by analyzing the
Council of Europe's Cultural Routes programme, with the aim of understanding whether this
instrument, formally oriented towards inclusion and cultural cooperation, is also influenced by
structural selective logics. Through a comparative and methodologically articulated approach, the
research examines the relationship between institutional capacity, territorial participation, and
dynamics of access to the certification process. In particular, it analyzes geographical patterns,
statistical data on quality of government, as well as two case studies of recently nominated routes.
The study aims to contribute to the understanding of the factors that condition access to cultural
enhancement mechanisms in Europe, questioning the apparent neutrality of devices that, while
claiming to be technical and inclusive, may reflect pre-existing inequalities in the European
institutional landscape.


